Dear friends and colleagues, I want to begin by saying how wondeful it was to see so many of you at this year's ASP meeting in San Diego, California. I'm sure everyone attending would agree that this was an outstanding meeting both in terms of the scientific content as well as the social program. By most counts the meeting ranks among the largest, if not the largest, of our Society to date with approximately 400 registered individuals in attendance and a total of 237 abstracts. Meeting highlights included a Keynote Address by Dr. Alejandro Estrada, the Distinguished Primatologist Address by Dr. Leanne Nash, the Past President's Address by Dr. Steve Schapiro, and a Featured Speaker presentation by Dr. Jaak Panksepp. There also were a number of special sessions including a meeting-wide interdisciplinary symposium on Emotion Research, symposia on Ethics in Field Primatology, and Experimental Methods in Field Research, a symposium tribute to Charles Southwick -Celebrating 50+ Years of Primate Field Research, a Statistics for Primatologists Workshop, evening workshops focusing on Learning from Michael the Gorilla, and Zoos as Venues for Scientific Inquiry, and exceptional paper and poster sessions. There also were two preconference workshops including a Conservation Education Workshop and a Teaching Primatology Workshop (organized by the ASP Education Committee).
There are many individuals who contributed to the success of the meeting but most certainly, special thanks and recognition goes to Lynne Miller and her Local Arrangements Committee for organizing a wonderful meeting. Similarly, Matt Novak and his Program Committee deserve our thanks and congratulation for a arranging a terrific scientific program, and they did an amazing job accommodating the many special programming requests. I also want to thank the Chairs and members of the Standing Committees, as well as my colleagues on the Board of Directors (Suzette Tardif, Dorothy Fragaszy, Karen Bales, and Tara Stoinski), all of whom contributed to the success of the meeting. Finally, I want to recognize and thank the meeting sponsors, the San Diego Zoo and Mira Costa College. Their support and sponsorship was greatly appreciated.
Biosketch: My research career has been conducted in each of the major 'arenas' that primatologists work within: as a graduate student, I worked with the "semi-captive" Arashiyama West macaques in south Texas; while a faculty member of the University of Georgia, I focused on collaborative and individual projects with captive rhesus macaques and sooty mangabeys at the Yerkes National Primate Research Center; and over the last decade, and as a new faculty member of the University of Texas at San Antonio, I have conducted conservation ecology research at my long-term field site, the Udzungwa Mountains of Tanzania, with the Endangered Sanje mangabey and our newly 'discovered' and Critically Endangered kipunji. Although crosscutting the various environments in which we focus on primates is unusual for an anthropological primatologist, it has fostered appreciation for the variety of methods and perspectives in our field, as well as the value of each for addressing particular research questions and advancing our knowledge about primates. The broad-based experience, I believe, has also contributed in positive ways to my service to ASP over the last 29 years. This has included multiple years on the Research and Development Committee (1980-1984, 1990-1994, 2002-2004) , the Conservation Committee (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) , the Nominations Committee (2003) (2004) (2005) , and most recently, my current service on the newly-established Media and Information Committee (to which I hope to bring the perspective gained in my current role as Senior Editor of African Primates, the journal of our IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group). I was also honored to be one of the two nominees for President Elect of our society in 2006. Once beginning intensive fieldwork in Africa, it has been difficult to participate in ASP at a constant and high level, especially given that we have continued our 'tradition' of holding annual meetings in the summer when many of us are in habitat countries -a practice which I believe limits the ability of a number of field primatologist to contribute in a sustained, visible manner. The success of our most recent meeting this past September in San Diego has suggested to me that if we wish to facilitate the broad-based participation of all primatologists in our national society, we should give strong consideration to revisiting the timing of our meetings. I would welcome the opportunity to participate in ASP at the highest level possible, and this includes bringing my diverse background to serving alongside the officers of our society. ASP Activities: Research and Development Committee, 1980 -1984 , 1990 -1994 , 2002 -2004 Conservation Committee, 1996 -2002 Nominations Committee, 2003 -2005 ; Media and Information Committee (current). ASP Activities: Dr. Higley attended his first ASP Meeting in 1983 and has attended every meeting except one since. He has organized numerous symposia and workshops over that time. He has served on almost all of the ASP committees, in some cases more than once. Member ASP -1986-Present; 1998 -2003 
Dee Higley

ASP 2010 COMMITTEE PROGRAM REPORT
Before we turn our attention to ASP 2010 in Louisville, the program committee would like to extend its appreciation to everyone who made ASP 2009 in San Diego such a great success. In terms of the number of abstracts it was the second largest meeting in society history with 237 abstracts.
. . . And now, here is something we hope you will really like:
The 33rd Annual meeting of the American Society of Primatologists Will be held June 16-19, 2010, in Louisville, Kentucky
The 2010 meeting of the American Society of Primatologists will be held at the historic Seelbach Hilton Hotel in downtown Louisville, Kentucky. We encourage preparation of proposals for symposia and abstracts for paper and poster sessions. In addition to the usual schedule of special lectures, research paper, and other professional events; there will be opportunities to visit the Louisville Zoo and observe training sessions with several species of primates. Those interested in primate sanctuaries will be able to make a special excursion to the Primate Rescue Center near Nicholasville, Kentucky. Understanding how species interact with the biotic and abiotic attributes of their habitats is essential for the implementation of appropriate wildlife conservation efforts [Medley 1993; Wu and Smeins 2000; Santos et al. 2002] . This issue is particularly pressing for endangered species living in agricultural landscapes where conservationists must balance the environmental needs of wildlife with the livelihood needs of farmers [Schroth et al. 2004 ]. Western hoolock gibbons (Hoolock hoolock) are just such an endangered species, with some populations living in timber plantations rather than natural forests (pers. obs.). Our current understanding of how western hoolock gibbons survive in fragmented agroforests is poor. To partially fill this knowledge gap, we examined the microhabitat preferences, feeding ecology, and activity patterns of a group living in a 65 ha teak (Tectona grandis) plantation (centered on 24o22'N, 91o 47'E) within Kalachara Forest Beat of north eastern Bangladesh.
Deadlines for Abstract Submission
The teak plantation is surrounded by rice paddy fields, tea estates, and houses, and is separated from the nearest neighboring forest, also a teak plantation, by ~50 m. The teak trees are interspersed with planted and naturally growing trees mainly consisting of jarul (Lagerstroemia speciosa), chapalish (Artocarpus chaplasha), garjan (Dipterocarpus turbinatus), sal (Shorea robusta), and fig (Ficus spp.). Only one group of gibbons lives in the plantation. The group consists of four individuals: an adult male and female, a juvenile male ~4 -5 years old based on size and color, and an infant close to weaning ~2 years old. Local people enter the plantation daily to collect forest products, herd cattle, bury their dead, and perform religious ceremonies. Illegal loggers harvest teak trees during the night.
We studied the gibbon group during May, June and July of 2009. We trekked from approximately 6:45 hrs each morning until we located the group and then followed them until we lost contact, the gibbons fell asleep in a sleeping tree, or heavy rain occurred. We used instantaneous scan sampling in three minute intervals to collect behavioral data on each visible group member recording the behavior of each gibbon as moving, resting, feeding, grooming, playing, vigilant, singing, calling, or other [Altmann 1974; Martin and Bateson 1993] . During feeding bouts, we recorded the food item as fruit, leaves, vines, flowers, bamboo, invertebrates, or unknown. During each scan, we identified at least to genus the tree each gibbon was in and visually estimated the tree's canopy connection with others. We divided the forest fragment into 50 m 2 quadrats and recorded the quadrat location of each gibbon during each scan sample using a global positioning device. The home range of the group included all quadrats in which we took a scan sample of the gibbons at least once. We measured the distance each quadrat was from forest edge, rice paddy fields, tea estates, and houses by overlaying the gibbon's home range grid onto a satellite image (taken March 4th 2005).We quantified levels of forest disturbance due to wood harvesting activities by walking the forest trails and counting the number of stumps and cut trees we found. The study complied with the research ethics protocols approved by the Oxford Brookes University Research Ethics Committee and the legal requirements of Bangladesh.
To determine the intensity in which the gibbons used each quadrat within the forest fragment, we counted the number of scan samples we took in each quadrat and then categorized the quadrats into areas of low (<1%), medium (1% -3%), and high (>3%) relative habitat use. We collected 18 habitat attributes for each quadrat in the group's home range: forest edge distance, rice paddy field distance, tea estate distance, house distance, altitude, cut tree count, canopy connectivity, chapalish proportion, fig proportion, dawa proportion (A. lakoocha) , bolos proportion (Sapium baccatum), kakra proportion (Lagerstroemia speciosa), garjan proportion, sal proportion, ton proportion (Toona ciliata), ironwood propor- tion (Xylia kerrii), and teak proportion. The tree proportions are the proportion of scan samples taken in each gradrat for which the gibbons were located in the tree species. We carried out a principal component analysis on the microhabitat attributes to aid in data reduction and used the eight extracted principal components in a stepwise discriminant analysis to make a model to discriminate between quadrats used by the gibbons low, medium, and high amounts based on the microhabitat characteristics of the quadrats.
CONSERVATION UPDATE
Like all gibbons, our focal group was frugivorous but unlike their conspecifics in protected forests they fed on large proportions of invertebrates (20.7% of feeding bouts), particularly teak skeletonizer caterpillars (Hyblea purea), rather than foliage to supplement their fruit intake [Islam and Feeroz 1992; Chivers 2000; Ahsan 2001; Österberg 2006 ]. The group used forest interior habitat with low food tree availability most intensely. They used this interior habitat more often than expected for resting, grooming, singing, and playing and used the forest edge with high food tree availability (specifically fig and kakra trees) more often than expected for feeding. They also fed less and rested more, travelled shorter distances, possessed a smaller home range, used fewer sleeping trees, and sang on fewer days than groups in protected forests [Islam and Feeroz 1992; Ahsan 2001; Österberg 2006 ].
These results suggest the group limited their daily activity compared to conspecifics living in protected habitat. This could be in response to the high levels of human and agricultural disturbance inside and surrounding the plantation or in response to limited canopy connectivity and isolation from neighboring gibbon groups. Other primate species show similar responses to human encroachment and habitat fragmentation with guenons (Cercopithecus spp.) eating less fruit and more invertebrates and leaves, mitered leaf monkeys (Presbytis melalophos) resting and feeding less, and gibbons (Hylobates spp.) resting more, and singing, feeding, and travelling less [Johns 1986; Tutin 1999; Nijman 2001 ]. In conclusion, by modifying their behaviors western hoolock gibbons can reside at least for a short number of years inside teak plantations but would likely benefit from conservation efforts aimed at protecting food and sleeping trees from being harvested, maintaining high canopy connectivity, and limiting human disturbances within the forest. It was recommended to reduce the member price of ASP books from $45 to $30 for Volumes 3 and 4 or both for $50. All books will be sent to Steve Schapiro.
All of the funds in the Ruppenthal Fund have been distributed and the Watts Fund has approximately $5000 remaining. There was considerable discussion on how to continue to support student travel when both these funds are depleted. A motion was made by Jeff French to recommend to the Board of Directors that 25% of meeting surplus from the previous conference be dedicated to student travel to conference in the subsequent year. This would be capped at $5000 and whatever is not spent will be rolled over to future years. Vote: unanimous.
All the money in the minority fund has been spent. It was recommended that a poster describing how the money was distributed be submitted to the poster session.
Conservation Committee, Kim Phillips, Chair
Conservation awards were made in May 2009. Ten of 40 applicants received funding totaling $12,719. There was one nomination for the subscription award, Javier Enrique Garcia Villalba, from the Universidad Colombia. There were three nominations for the conservation award. The committee recommended that Claudia Gomez from Nicaragua receive the Conservation award.
The committee recommended that ASP continue its IUCN member. Membership in the Bushmeat Crisis Task Force a non issue as the organization is now defunct.
The committee asked that the link on the website for AMAZON.com to be more prominent. They also are considering raising funds via selling photos via an on-line auction but copyright issues are still being addressed.
Publication Committee. Jeff French, Chair
American Journal of Primatology is doing well, submission rates are up 10% from last year and the journal has a 43% final rejection rate. In 2008, the journal was under its page allocation, which is of concern to the publisher.
Hits on the webpage are up 10%. As the webpage was last updated five or six years ago, the Publication Committee recommends that the Society redesign the webpage for a sum of no more than $3000.
Research and Development Committee, Charlie Menzel, Chair
Committee reviewed 56 grant applications for small research grants program and recommends 10 projects totaling $14,214 be considered for funding. The committee feels that individuals submitting grants from habitat country should be provided with more detailed feedback on their submission, perhaps from the ASP sponsor on their grant. The group discussed whether research grants should be restricted to PhD candidates and the group unanimously agreed no.
ASP MEETINGS
Education Committee, Cory Ross, Chair
There was no teacher workshop this year primarily because of timing of the meeting. Instead, members of committee went to Lynne Miller's son's elementary school. The presented to 270 students (9 classrooms). Cory is already in discussions with 2010 meeting chair about teacher workshop for next year. Activities at the 2009 conference include the student competition (67 submissions), a student luncheon organized by Dee Higley to discuss obtaining grants, and a statistics workshop. The committee plans to repeat the latter two at next year's meeting. These activities could be advertised on the website and potentially videotaped and shown on ASP webpage or youtube.
Program Committee, Matt Novak, Chair
Abstract submissions for the 2009 conference were high at approximately 240. Based on the need to have abstracts into publisher by March 5, 2010 tentative date for abstract deadline for 2010 meeting is Friday, January 29, 2010. This date will be firm and there will not be extensions. The group discussed how to handle increases in number of abstracts. Possible solutions included adding a day to the meeting, adding a session to the meeting, adding more posters but with a cap on the total number.
Awards and Recognition Committee, Russ Tuttle, Chair
Three individuals were nominated for the Distinguished Primatologist Award and the committee made a recommendation for one to receive the 2009 award. The remaining two nominees will be placed in consideration for 2010. The group decided not to accept additional nominations in 2010 and will post this on the ASP website. The committee also recommended an individual to receive the Senior Research Scientist Award.
Other business
Randy let the executive committee know that the board would be discussing whether the current Ad Hoc standing committees, 1) Media and Information and 2) History and Records, be made into a full standing committee. Also, follow up on the formation of an ad hoc standing committee on captive care was discussed. Kim Philips asked the Board of Directors to discuss whether it would be appropriate for her project on academic geneologies of primatologists to include an interactive webpage that would be hosted on the Primate Information Network (PIN).
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Recommendation: The Executive
Committee recommended the Society raise funds for student travel by dedicating 25% of meeting surplus from the previous conference for student travel to conference in the subsequent year. This would be capped at $5000 and whatever is not spent will be rolled over to future years. Action: Approved with the decision to retain these funds in the Ruppenthall Fund. An email will be sent to the membership informing that this Fund currently has a zero balance but the Society has agreed to maintain the fund beyond the extent of the endowment. Additional funds will be raised from percentage of profits from future meetings and donations. Action: Approved.
Recommendation:
The Publication Committee recommended a redesign of the ASP web page with funding up to $3000. Action: Approved. Karen Bales will distill the membership report to publish in AJP and discuss this possibility with the Wiley Liss representatives. The BOD directors decided to remove the ASP bulletin as benefit from membership and approved giving $500 to the History and Records Committee to purchase equipment to record meetings.
ASP MEETINGS
Meeting adjourned 7:12 pm.
PRESIDENT'S LETTER (cont'd from page 1)
Finally, I want to remind you that next year's ASP meeting will be held in Louisville, Kentucky from 16-19 June 2010. Planning is already well underway with an abstract submission deadline of 29 January 2010. Please check out additional details regarding the meeting in the pages of this Bulletin. And as always, be sure to visit the ASP website for current updates on the meeting.
As I bring this message to a close, I want to take this opportunity, once again, to thank you all for your continued support of ASP -through your membership, your service to the Society, your donations, and your participation at the annual meeting.
I wish you all happy holidays and all the very best in the coming year 2010.
-Randy Kyes 
